THE PUBLIC LOCAL ENTERPRISES IN EUROPE
· Presentation of the french local public services enterprises 

French Local Public Services Enterprises (LPSEs) can be defined as companies governed by private law, which operate at a regional and local level, and serve the general interest. 
They work at the heart of urban and rural development by reconciling the satisfaction of the general interest and the assets of the company model while relying on local resources. Therefore, LPSEs must demonstrate daily efficiency and adaptability to succeed in their missions, while serving the general interest. Its customers are local authorities, which, through it, want to find efficient, solidarity-based solutions adapted to the development challenges of their regions. 
In France, they can take three forms: 
• Mixed Companies (Sociétés d’économie mixte/Sem) are public (between 50% and 85% of the capital) and private limited companies that can operate in many areas of activity. They are appointed to their roles after systema
tic competitive tendering. 
• Local Public Companies (Sociétés publiques locales/Spl) are limited companies with 100% public share capital held by at least two local authorities. They enable elected representatives to steer public interest missions quickly and in a legally secure way. They are exempt from competitive tendering. 
• Single-Operation Mixed Companies (Sem à opération unique/SemOp) have a flexible mixed capital (between 34% and 85% for the local authority and between 15% and 66% for the other shareholders). The contract for the assignment is awarded to the SemOp by a single public call for tenders. At the end of its contract, it is dissolved. 
LPSEs offer solutions adapted to the challenges of local elected representatives: control by the local authority and company management, allowing contractual simplicity and promoting the expertise of specialized players through competitive tendering. They cover more than forty lines of business at the heart of citizens’ lives, from water management to planning and transport. The 1,401 French LPSEs and their 11,000 local elected representatives have been represented by the French Federation of Local Public Services Enterprises since 1956.
· Preliminary Remark
Definition of a public local enterprise in your country: 

	
	Number of inhabitants: 

number and type of territorial authorities: regions, provinces, districts, municipalities etc.

	KEY FIGURES
	Number in 2023: 
Staff: 

Annual turnover:

	HISTORICAL

REFERENCES
	Established first in: date and context: 


	PUBLIC LOCAL ENTERPRISES
MAIN TRENDS
	Have those companies been entirely new creations or the transformation of other existing organizations? 
Is there a trend for public local enterprises to be developed further or to disappear? 



	BUSINESS FIELDS
Mains sectors of activities in the order of their relevance (most relevant first)

	

	MAIN LEGAL DOCUMENTS APPLYING TO PUBLIC LOCAL ENTERPRISES 
	General laws regarding public local enterprises and the decentralization: 
If existing, laws which apply specifically to public local enterprises: 


	LEGAL FORM

	For instance: corporate body in form of a public stock company, corporate body in form of a private stock company, association, cooperative, …

	CAPITAL STRUCTURE
	Please distinguish precisely the public local enterprises: 

· public at 100 %

· with a public majority of the capital
· with a private majority of the capital
Are they any special legal requirements regarding the composition of the share capital of public local enterprises? 

	MAIN COMPETITION TENDERING FEATURES
	By contract (on the basis of rather public tenders or concessions?)
Direct awarding of the contracts or only after a public tendering procedure? 

	TERRITORIAL BOUNDARIES
	Is the territory of the business activities of public local enterprises limited or not? 

	LOCAL GOVERNMENT FINANCIAL SUPPORT
	Benefits, tax privileges, tax reliefs? 

	TARIF SETTING
	Determined by state authorities, the local municipality, the public local enterprise itself? 
Are they any differences depending on the sector? 

	LOCAL GOVERNMENT SHAREHOLDER REPRESENTATION 
	Elected representatives of the shareholding public authority (exclusively or not)? 
other representatives: public servants of the territorial authority …
Protection of elected representatives and conflicts of interest ?

	PUBLIC CONTROLS
	Is the control carried out by the local authority a posteriori or a priori? On which aspects? 

Is there any other government supervision (a priori or a posteriori) by other territorial authorities or the state government? On which aspects? Is there any other public body such as a public court of audit on the national or regional level? 

	ORGANISATIONS REPRESENTING THE PUBLIC LOCAL ENTERPRISES
	Are there any organizations on the national level representing: 

· all public local enterprises
· public local enterprises by sector of activities

	FLASHIP PROJECTS OR PRESENTATION OF TWO OR THREE PUBLIC LOCAL ENTERPRISES
	 Different sectors if possible 


